CBE AND CSE CITATION: Name-Year System

What is it? Developed by the Council for Biology Editors, CBE style first became a standard in the biological
sciences and then spread. Now called CSE (reflecting the Council’s name change to the Council for Science
Editors), this system has been adopted in many scientific fields.

What are the different types of CBE/CSE Citations? There are three different types of CSE citations. The
first is a Name-Year system that is similar to APA style and is also known as the Harvard System. In this
citation system, the in-text citations are based on the author’s last name and year of publication, while the end
reference list is in alphabetical order and not divided by type of source. For examples, see the table below.

The other two systems, known as the Citation-Sequence System and the Citation-Name System, cite sources in
numbered sequence. The C-S/C-N systems cite only the numbers of the references in the actual text. In the
reference list, references are listed in the order of appearance in the document. For more information on the C-
S/C-N Citation Systems, refer to http://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Tools/SSF-Citation-Quick-
Guide.html.

How to Use the Name-Year System:

» If the name is mentioned in the text, it need not be repeated in the citation:

According to Knight (1998), executive and declarative memory abilities play a different role in the two components of
prospective memory.
Source: (Costa et al. 2008)

» For two authors, cite both names with the word “and” spelled out; for three or more authors, cite the lead
author followed with “et al.” (which means “and others”):

Ferulic acid, a type of phenolic acid, affects the root growth of cucumber, tomato and bean (Blum et al., 1999), and
maize (Devi and Prasad 1996). Baleroni et al. (2000) demonstrated that p-coumaric acid at ImM severely

affects the root growth and fresh weight of canola (Brassica napus L.).

Source: (Batisha et al. 2008)

» If a number of references address a single point, they can all be included in one reference, separated by a
semi-colon. The list should be in chronological order:

It is a potent root growth inhibitor (Vaughan and Ord 1990; Baleroni et al. 2000; Barkosky et al. 2000) and

disrupts plant—water relationships and photosynthesis in leafy spurge, Fuphorbia esula (Barkosky et al. 2000).
Source: (Batisha et al. 2008)

» For the end reference, keep the names of the authors in the order in which they appear in the journal article,
rather than arranging them alphabetically. The order holds significance as it indicates the relative
contribution of each author.

» Sample End Reference List (NOTE: the references should have a hanging indent, be double spaced, and
be in alphabetical order):

Batisha DR, Singh HP, Kaur S, Kohli RK, Yadav SS. 2008. Caffeic acid affects early growth, and
morphogenetic response of hypocotyl cuttings of mung bean (Phaseolus aureus). J Plant Phys.
165:297-305.

Costa A, Peppe A, Caltagirone C, Carlesimo GA. 2008. Prospective memory impairment in individuals

with Parkinson’s Disease. Neuropsych. 22(3):283-191.

© Allyson Skene. Updated by Ritika Luther, 2015, The Writing Centre, University of Toronto at Scarborough. Table adapted from the CSE
Manual Quick Guide: http://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Tools/SSF-Citation-Quick-Guide.html
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